Project ECHO
	Project Title or Description
	Extension for Community Health Outcomes (ECHO)
ECHO improves treatment of complex chronic diseases by supporting and training primary care providers in underserved areas.

	Principals and Partners


	Sanjeev Arora, M.D., UNM Internal Medicine
New Mexico Primary Care Association

Indian Health Service

New Mexico Department of Health

Approximately 30 clinics in New Mexico

	Timeline


	Ongoing, initiated in 2003

	Funding Source(s)
	State of New Mexico
AHRQ

	Population(s) Served


	Past and present:  Patients infected with Hepatitis C virus (HCV) in prisons and underserved areas
Present and future:   Patients with any combination of diabetes, obesity, hypertension, and high lipids

	Service(s) Provided


	Weekly video/telephone conferences enable specialists and primary care providers to discuss management issues for specific patients.  Specialists train and assist PCPs and PCPs train and assist one another. 

	Source and Destination Site(s)
	UNM is the primary support site with remote sites scattered throughout urban and rural New Mexico

	Specialized Equipment

	

	Other Comments

	Dr. Arora is actively seeking funding to extend ECHO beyond HCV to diabetes and related metabolic conditions, applications in the third world, and better support for sharing patient-specific data via electronic medical records.
Project ECHO won the Changemakers.net award for Disruptive Innovations in Health and Healthcare (2007)
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